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Record Shest of 1-

Eric Arthur BLAIR. (301 /N9c/683)

@ George CRWELL

Born on 25.5.02.

&/3/37 Author of 'The Road to Wigan Piep" B0 LRy
13{11/39 suppeorter of National Council of Sugporters,Jewiah | |
Arab Solidarity in Palestine 320 L3
10/3/41 His reply to & bock entitled "The Job in Britain"
sent him by Riehard TERREL] for criticism 202 79 T
23/2/1,2 Mentioned in a report re A,SUBRAMANIAN,an Indian O/ 760 —°
ih/2/hl, letter from hiam on subjects of brosdeasts rsad by |
Fenner—prockway at meeting of Federation of Indian
Associgtions in Great Britain,Holborn Hall 13/2 LA/
16/2/Lly Invited to lecture at Internationsl Youth Centrs, |
Pont Street,S.W.1. hOO/%?/53 P:f/ |
a P
| Wek i i
8/3/4y Gorres with-on subject of §.VAIDYA's braadcast ijmE”Aq'Y
referred to &t mseting of F of I,A. in G,B, at _
Swaraj House on 5/3 400t D
14/12/4 Promised to spsek Bt Conference of Britieh & Indian _
Journalists to be held next Jenuary LBS AT
29/8/L5 Potted Biography of _  3LAhifes
7 Sponsor of London Committee,Freedom Defence Cmttlee — i, =
7/11/45 Speaker at Fresdom Defence Qomuittee meeting,held
in Conway 1iall ,Red LionnSgre,¥.C., Leo/lo/
AaHoBu I‘\ﬁf"‘ \l3
25/3/h5 Bpeakar-atjﬁreQQOm:ﬂefencﬂucmttce meeting,Holborn f}ur ,55
. H&ll 3y
4/L/46 Guest of Honmour at London Majlis Dinner,Chinese Res, _ _
Wardour St on 28/3,8poks OO kSl D
15/3/46  Vice President of Freesdom Defence Committee W}b
23/7/47. Viece chairmen of Fresdom Deferce Committes, A
29/12/47. Helped to form "DESERTERS AMNESTY CANPAIGN" e v
31/3/48. Vice-cheirmsn of Frecuow Defence Gomuitiee, sub {eRSHE T TIT)
14/10/48. Member of Fresdom Defence Comiittes. R G 9
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S.B. Hﬂi (Plain).

Special Report }

SUBJECT E-A.

Reference to Papers.
301/NWC/683.

.................................

1

».P.-36-9199/10M B43(4)
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METROPOLITAN POLICE.
s
" SPECIAL BRANCH,
Metropolitan Police.
Scotland House,

......

With reference to minute 2 of the attached
file respecting Eric Arthur Blair @ George Orwell and
premises at 1, South End Road, Hampstead, occupied by
Francis Gregory Westrope who carries on business at that
address as a bookseller under the style of'Booklovers'
Corner' :- |

The name 'Booklovers' Corner' and the name
Franeis G, Westrope is painted over the address in
question, The name 'Booklovers' Corner' is also shewn
on stationery used by Westrope, a specimen of which is
submitted,

The Registrar of Business Names has been
consulted, and states that in his opinion, the words
'Booklovers' Corner' do not constitute a Business Name,
and he does not consider that Westrope is contravening
the Registration of Business Names Act, 1916.

Prior to giving this opinion, the Registrar
had said that stationery bearing a Business Name brought
the user within the Act, and in view of this, Westrope
was instructed to register the name 'Booklovers' Corner!
He has not yet done so, but the Registrar states that if
he makes application to register the name, his application

will not be refused,
1\7811&3%1;
_»r”f—;.f

In these circumstances, I respectfu

that no further action be taken by police,

By TUe

Inspector.
e A

Submitted

Chief Constable,
Image Reference:2
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4 BOOKLOVERS CORNER &

Phone, HAMPSTEAD 2153.

1, SOUTH END ROAD,
HAMPSTEAD, N.W._3.

FRANCIS G. WESTROPE,
Bookseller, &r.

................................................... 193
SouTH Enp GREEN IN 1835,
NOW THE TRAM TERMINUS.
Catalogue Reference:MEPO/38/69 Image F{ere
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TE‘ONE ND 2214 ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED TO THE CHIEF CONSTAELE.

%fﬁf /é; o7 07'7/?/ / /// (i
ééy i %ﬁ)/;’f//«) ,’;//%"f

REFERENCE
YOURS OURS
THOMAS PEY, O B.E. DO. //
cHlemconsTantE. RN ARNC/68% SB——— 13th March,I936. 777
S1rs

re ERIC A.BLAIR or GEORGE ORWELL.

e e S T o S S S G S R S S S e S S SRR S S S S S S e e W e S e

With reference to your letter of the I2th inst.,
together with enclosures, respecting the above named, I
have to inform you that the photograph has been definitely
identified as being that of Eric A. Blair the subject of
my enquiry.

Blair has since left this Borough and his
whereabouts unknown.

As you forwarded to me two photographs and two
reports concerning Blair I am returning to you, herewith,
one of the photographs and one of the reports.

Thanking you for the valuable assistance you
have rendered in this matter.

I am, Sir, i

Your Ubedient Servant,

hieff Constable.

- The Commissioner of Police
of the Metropolis
(Special Branch),

Catalogue Reference:MEPO/38/69New Scotland Yard, Image Reference:2
LONDON,S5.W.I.
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S.B. No.‘(Plairl}.

Special Report }

sUBJECT Eric
Arthur BLATR

Reference to Papers.

301/NWC/€83.......

............................................

Ll

'

15.7382/10M B43(4)
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METROPOLITAN POLICE. Z A
__,/‘

SPECIAL BRANCH,
Metropolitan Police,

Scotland House,

..... 11th. day of.....larch..........1936,.

With reference to the attached correspondence
from the Chief Constable, Wigan, respecting Eric A. BLATR,
alias George ORWELL :-

Enquiry shews that this man's correct nzme is
Eric Arthur Blair. He is by occupation a journalist and
author, and writes under the name of George Orwell.

He was born at Motihari, Bengal, India, on
25=-6-1902, his father being Richard Walmesley Blair, a
former Indian Civil Servant, who on retirement settled
at Southwold, Suffolk.

Blair was educated at St, Cyprian's School,
Bastbourne, from September 1211 until December 1916, and
for a short time in 1917 he was at Wellington College.
Later in the same year he went to Eton College, and
remained there until December 19221.

On leaving Eton, he applied for employment in
The Indian Police Service, and in 1922 he ﬁas appointed
an assistant superintendent of police in Burma. He served
in this capacity until the latter part of 1927, when he
returned on leave to England. Whilst on leave, he tele-

graphed direct to his local government in India for

permission to resign his appointment, and with the authority

of the Secretary of State for India, this was granted, his
resignation dating from 1-1-1928, Blair gave no official
reason for terminating his appointment, but he is reported

to have told his intimate friends that he could not bring
himgelf to arrest persons for committing acts which he

. Catalogue Reference:MEPO/38/69 Image Reference:3
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All minutes to be numbered in consecutive order. No. 729
(Unruled).
did not think were wrong.

Shortly after resigning from the Indian Police,
Blair went to France, and for some time eked out a precarious
living as a free lance journalist, Whilst in Paris, he took
an interest in the activities of the French Communist Party,
and spent a good deal of time studying "Lg Humanité". Information
is not available to shew whether he was an active supporter of
the re&olutionary movement in France, but it is known that whilst
there, he offered his services to the "Workers' Life", the fore-
runner of the "Daily Worker", as Paris correspondent.

During his stay in Paris, he also collected
part material for a book entitled "A Down and Out in London and
Paris", which he wrote under the nom de plume, G. Orwell. Under
the same style, he has recently completed a book called "Burmese
Days", which deals with his experiences in Burma. Both the
above books are published by Viector Gollancz, Ltd., 14, Henrietta
Street, W.C., a firm which specialises in Left Wing literature.

Following his stay in Paris, Blair returned
to London, and spent some time living the life of a 'down and out'
to obtain the necessary material to complete the book mentioned
above.

In 1932, he became a master at a preparatory
school known as '"The Hawthorns", Church Road, Hayes, Middlesex,
and remained there for a year, leaving at the end of this period
to take a similar position at another preparatory school known
as Fray's College, Harefield Road, Uxbridge, Middlesex. He
continued as a master at this school until the end of 1933, when
he became ill, principally through his experiences as a 'down
and out', and for a time he was a patient at the Uxbridge and
District Cottage Hospital.

On being discharged from hospital in Jamary
1934, Blair went to Suffolk to recuperate, and gave his address

Reference:MEPO/38/69 Image Reference:3
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as 36, High Street, Southwold.

He later returned to London, and has since
devoted himself to literary work, and for some time has been
living with a Mrs. Rosalind Harriet Obermeyer and a woman named
Janet Gimson at 77, Parliament Hill, N,W.

Special Branch records contain no reference to
Gimson, but Obermeyer is reported to have left for Russia on
11-6-1932,

On 7-7-1927, Blair was issued with British
Indian passport No. 11542 at Rangoon, valid until 7-7-1932. On
16-7-1932, he submitted this document to the Passport Office,
London for renewal, and was sent the usual renewal form for
completion. This has not been returned, and his passport is
still at the Passport Office,

The address, 1, South End Road, Hampstead, is
a lock-up bookshop carried on under the style "Booklovers!
Corner" by Francis Gregory Westrope, who resides above the shop
at No. 3, Warwick Mansions. Enquiry has revealed that Westrope
and Blair are on friendly terms, and the latter is known to
spend a good deal of time at the shop; he has,on occasions when
Westrope has been away, conducted the business.

Metropolitan Police records contain no
reference to either Westrope or Blair, The former, however, ig
known to hold socialist views, and considers himself an
'intellectual',

Westrope is not registered as conducting an
accomnodation address, and there is no reason to believe that
he is doing so for reward. The amount of corre5pondence'delivered
to him is small, but it is possible that he forwards letters
to his socialist acquaintances without payment, as he no doubt
did for Blair.

The name "Booklovers' Corner" is not registered

Reference:MEPO/38/69 Image Reference:3
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under the Registration of Business Names Act, 1916, Westrope

has not been approached, and no enquiries have been made at
77, Parliament Hill. 1In view of the possibility of Westrope
handling correspondence of a revolutionary character, it is
"f? respectfully suggested that the question of his registering the
name "Booklovers' Corner" be held in abeyance.

The passport description of Blair is :-

born 25-6-1902, height 6' 2", eves ey, hair brown
tattoo marks on backs of hdané.s.:)r = i

Six copies of his passport photogr Jph arej

submitted. % vl

submitted. \_ﬂ_)\& o

Inspector,
iéfsuperintendent:
ol
Gat (9
Catalogue| Reference:MEPQO/38/69 Image Reference:3
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910, 2J36. " P.&B.6T40, . ' ! :jn
h
No. 1. t File NoOMZ o T S iy

COUNTY BOROUGH OF WIGAN.

i

Date@etid Fepruary, 1986. . .. -~

s Gentral = police Station.
E rom-JOimDuff Y- D-C-79' kT

Subject | ERIC A. BLAIR or GEORGE ORWELL,
| about 3byrs, 6', slim build, long
pale face. :

With reference to the above named, 1 beg to
report tnat this man has been staying in Wigan from londay,
the l0ta instant at an apartment house in a working class
district i1n this Borougin.

, I understand that a member of the local
Communist Parly was instrumental in finding Blair _
accomodation. Blair attended a Communist meeting in this
town addressed by Wal. Hannington on the 1lGth instant.

: i1t would appear from nis mode of living  ~—
that ne 1s an author, or nas some connection with literary
work as ne devotes most of nis time 1n writing.

lie has also collected an amount of local
data, e.g. nugoer ol cnurcres, publlic houses, population
etc, and is in receipt of an unusual amount of correspcendence.

: One of hils letters was addressed "Eric Blair,
Hsg, 1 South End Road, Hampstead, N.W.3", and ancther
addressed "George Orwell".

. . In addition to correspondence from England,
he 1s also 1n receipt of letters from France and I saw a
newspaper which appeared to be the French counterpart of
the "Daily Worker".

: : - In view of the association which this man has
forued witn tne local Communist Party during his visit to
Wigan, I reagectiglly“ﬁﬁﬁgygurtner enquiries be made with a
view to esta llahlng_ﬂls identity.

= 1l wish o add that he has also been making
enquirles respecting local industries, Coal liines, FactoTries
euvc, and tnat he 18 to vasit a line in the Wigzan area on

/econt'nd

L e —
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i | L Vo L/
“The Registry should be mofified if (his filo i passed diet io

| _file is attached to it or detached :romit.mﬂm PraLch, o’ 1 g
| Date | Referred to | Date Referred to

e

Date

‘| For Authorityto P.A, |, |

%
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2 ! " o |

s | Image Reference:1 ,{/7
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"INDIA OFFICE LIBRARY AND RECORDS

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE
* 107 BLACKFRIARS ROAD . LONDON SET §NG
01-928 95371

from the Director

FL3/TP/1/8 16 June 1977

:I)ﬂg&h Czrﬁmzwum~4ib~ i;;iAAﬂhﬂkwug,

Superintendent Livings has suggested that I should write to
you, setting out for the record the action which he and T
- have agreed on a copy of a,Special Branch report of 11 March 1936
on Eric Blair (George Orwdll), which is among a small collection
of papers relating to Eric\Blair in the India O0ffice Records,
S0l N3 . D
The matter arose over a request from Professor Bernar qi
Professor of Politics at Birkbeck Coldlege, UanEPSltY of ondon,
to see papers in an India Office Records file which is &
present subject to a 100-year ban. Since it was possible that
the FCO might agree to the release of a few of these papers
which hold no security problems, I felt it necessary to approach
-Ngw Scotland Yard about the copy of the SB report mentioned
above.

I accept Superintendent Livings's decision that it is not

possible to make any exception to the ban of 75 years on

access to SB reports and I have therefore agreed to ensure
that our copy of the report, tegether with the few papers

which refer to it, is placed until the 75 years are up with

Ehi papers still subgect to a 100-year ban in our own security
ile.

! + oy § .l ; & J “_J.,Ir \ i‘ -h-’.‘:“- 7
_-'J._,--|I —-— ' =4 ‘_{' l‘-_.‘_-"':'i._l [

s L4 — » 7 :"‘*\
L=t S '-:.' i ;t__:'_ qgc’ r“r”-‘!- ! _:‘? 7 ; ’
S —’U LS B C5e) T :zp—a.. e CMC‘LBE:
'3, ol \ T &S ) _//

ommaﬁﬁer P Saunders, .

Special Branch

New Scotland Yard

Victoria Street g,‘ . L‘:_a‘

SW1
| IHE;_L/E_ED ﬁf“"‘}@*

lq....
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METROPOLITAN POLICE—SPECIAL BRANCH g{

L § TELEPHONE MESSAGE
|
From Commander SB (Supt. Iivings) Serial No.... |
Date .. ABth April, 1977, |
Tolliss IﬂBC&StEI‘l Indis Office . .. Time. ... 1100 houXSa. oo

With reference ¢ your telephtne call to the Chief Registrar (Mr “srvey) on
12-4-7T7 regarding Eric BLAIR © George ORWELL, and in particuler to the Special Branch
report dated 11=3-36 on your file which Frof, Bernszrd Ch - wishes 1o see in commection !
with a biography he is writing. 1

As mentioned by Mr Harvey, we ers reluctant 4o release sny materisl prior to the
end of The Vime Iimits ' I suggest thet if Prof. Crick wishes to see your main file on
this men, the -Qﬁ/fepart should be removed from it &nd returnéd to us,

S.B.(R) references: 1

ACIIIN/REPLY same time: I will remove the SB report from the file and place it
with others on & secret file with papers that will not

be available to Prof. Crick, I will confiym in writing
that this has been done,

Distribution
1. Cdr. Admin. to see, please.

copies toi— [ T [ c [0 | £ | n | so|roms] s iy d
: SBe 18-4=T77. - Pet.Supt,

M.P.-71-84067/100M $.B. 22

Initials of Reserve Sergeant/Duty Officer.. ... .. _

Catalogue Reference:MEPQ/38/69 |mage Reference:1
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METROPOLITAN POLICE L No. 143

MORANDUM

Frnm,@l\@& K‘L’MH‘*JHZO Tﬂ/@w SR (M\)
Qm loq — |

Tk 3Ga Y

.P.-B5- = -
Ud - “:,'_JI - Ml Ay O — Mo Bk 4

—E i A GL-(\I‘{VL @1_ %P—o-ngq ';j&WELL

oldmjwﬂum (4% - 9531 Tk 1o) Glpod G orh aleek O
vl B & ey b SB feaprie duka 1 3]36 ey S
M“M(MMM»WM&&WWP&MA
(D\l(""‘- Ao & NI el t--J--*if-'t: L el ﬂ"‘-i‘f":"ﬁ').} N Lhd‘{r‘ k‘k'
(Lo ey o ‘;ﬂ-l--"'-rv—-.:_ &r\'\’lq*l:l...—’lq-l:-) X olgAs I“l3'%(‘\ Rk
L&d&hmw V20 A U MMWW*
A @*{6‘“‘" (Lo o CRA i 6) (S ek CdSaqn (t.ﬂ—-ku m(%(%*)

L’) &R‘—‘—(l T — N ™, rz—k_c—t‘-q-va,(_‘x' I'_"«'il,'|,_-: -Eh_;--i.,_-]
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" Special Report }

Eric BLATR.

Reference to Papers
_301/NWC/683.

a2 f{ug.;,up;;_ will2

Ql Catalogue Reference:MEPO/38/69 | Image Reference:1

-

‘was strongly.opposed to the appointment. He assured his

- under the name of ORWELL, He was practically penniless when

‘K.5,SHELVANKAR and Igbal Gur Partab SINGH; the former turmed

‘notice of the Wigan Borough Police in February, 1938, in
~connection with his communist aetivities in Wisan. Special
Branch report dated 1llth lMarch, 12358 on 301L/IWC/383 (a copy

and Eton) and in 1922 was appointed Assistant Superintendent
of Police in Burma, but resigned in 1927 without giving
any official reason for terminating his appointment, but is

. books published bj,r' Victor Gollancz, Ltd. of London. After

The National Archives' reference MEPO 38/69

— |

METROPOLITAN POLICE.

1
SPECIAL BRANGH, \(, ry"

Metropolitan Police,

- Scotiand House. |

uary, 19 42
The following information has been received:

| "Eric BLAIR, who is in the Indian Section of the
liiddle East Department of the B.3.C., and, under the dir-
ection of Z.A,BOKHARY (a Punjabi from Lahore), is in charge
of broadcasts in English to India, has been telling some of
his Indien friends that his department was endeevouring to
get Mulk Raj ANAND on the staff, but that the India Offics
friends, however, that he was going to challenge the right+
of the India Office to dictatega?%o which nggle B.hdil%?léé
employed in his department, BLATIR considers that. M.R,ANAND
is a well-gualified candidate -for the post. |

BLAIR was at one time in the Burma Police. He left
that service for some urkmown reason, and drifted to Paris
and London, and has writiten a few books on his experiences,

he found work with the B.B.C.

This man has advanced communist views, and several of
his Indian friends say that they have often seen him at
communist meetings. He dresses in 2 bohemian faghion both at
his office and in his leispyre hours. He is particularly a
friendly with A.SUBR.AIMIT_AE and haes been instrumental in
iﬁcu{iﬁ occasional broadcasts (presumably in Tamil) for

e A2 TCeT .

BLATR has also offered :employﬁ at the B.B.C. to

it down as he did not think he would pass the "India Office
security test", and the latter declined the invitation as
he fel‘lt; it might re-act unfavourably on his political
career'”. : '

| | ‘Special branch records show that BLATR is
identical with Eric Arthur BLATR, subject of 301/NWC/633,

This file shows that BLAIR first came under

of which was supplied to M.I.5), shows that BLATR was born
at Motihari, Bengal, India, on 25th June, 1902, his father

Richard Walmesley SLATR, being a former Indien Civil Servamt.
BLATR junior was educated in this country (at Wellington @

reported to have told his intimate firiends that he coula
not. bring himself to arrest persons for committing acte
which he did not think were wrong. After resisning from
the Burma Poliee, he soems to have eked out & precarious
1lving as a free-lance journalist in France and wrote twg

his return to England he became a master at several

- W
- 4
e - s
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