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Police chief appears to squirm over sex
Police seem to struggle to answer questions on the issue of undercover
officers having sex or long�term relationships with activists

Rob Evans
Thu 27 Sep 2012 15.23 BST
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Thank you for reading 86 articles. As one of our top readers, you can get the most out of
our open and independent journalism by choosing an All-access digital subscription.

Article count

We know, we know, we know …

Seeing these messages is annoying. We know that. (Imagine what it’s like
writing them … ) 

More squirming from police chiefs today when the question of the long-term or
sexual relationships between undercover officers and activists arose in public.

Jenny Jones, the Green member the London assembly, raised what she called the
"problematic" issue at the committee overseeing the Metropolitan police.

At times, Craig Mackey, the deputy commissioner of the Metropolitan Police,
seemed to struggle for his words when he answered the questions.

He said an undercover officer would not be authorised to start a sexual
relationship with an activist, but added the curious caveat "not ordinarily".

Challenged on that, he said :"You can't write a rule for every particular scenario".
He claimed that the document which sets out what each undercover officer is
authorised to do is not so detailed that it covered the subject.

Many may be surprised that something which appears to have happened regularly
is not dealt with in the rules.

Mackey also said that undercover officers have to report any sexual relationship
to their supervisor immediately.

Mackey also repeated the line from the now-departed policing minister Nick
Herbert, suggesting that undercover officers could have sex with an activist, since
a complete ban would give the people they were infiltrating a way of testing
whether they were working for the police.

"It is very hard to write a rule for" that, said Mackey.

Two other things - he claimed that it is the "expectation" of the police that
undercover officers will not now engage in long-term relationships.

He said that the long-term relationships from the past which he called "well-
documented" could not happen now, providing the handler was doing their job
properly.

UPDATE

A clip of the exchange between Jenny Jones and Craig Mackey has been posted
onto YouTube. You can watch it here.

on

Police chief appears to squirm over sex | Metropolitan pol... https://www.theguardian.com/uk/undercover-with-paul-le...

2 of 4 25/02/2026, 13:21

http://www.guardian.co.uk/profile/jennyjones
http://www.guardian.co.uk/profile/jennyjones
http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=240
http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=240
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2011/dec/21/craig-mackey-met-deputy-commissioner
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2011/dec/21/craig-mackey-met-deputy-commissioner
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2011/dec/16/lovers-undercover-officers-sue-police
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2011/dec/16/lovers-undercover-officers-sue-police
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120613/halltext/120613h0001.htm#12061355000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120613/halltext/120613h0001.htm#12061355000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120613/halltext/120613h0001.htm#12061355000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120613/halltext/120613h0001.htm#12061355000002
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/jan/20/undercover-police-children-activists
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/jan/20/undercover-police-children-activists
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2z00eULX2Ws
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2z00eULX2Ws


But it’s also extremely important. One of the Guardian’s greatest assets is its
reader-funded model. 

1. Reader funding means we can cover what we like. We’re not beholden to the
political whims of a billionaire owner. No one can tell us what not to say or what
not to report.

2. Reader funding means we don’t have to chase clicks and traffic. We’re not
desperately seeking your attention for its own sake: we pursue the stories that
our editorial team deems important, and believe are worthy of your time.

3. Reader funding means we can keep our website open, allowing as many
people as possible to read quality journalism from around the world – especially
people who live in places where the free press is in peril.

At the moment, the Guardian’s work is funded by just 2.4% of our regular
readers. If you’re in the other 97.6%, appreciate our work and believe that good
journalism is important to protecting democracy in an age of misinformation,
please consider supporting the Guardian today.

We value whatever you can spare, but a monthly contribution makes the most
impact, enabling greater investment in our most crucial, fearless journalism.
As our thanks to you, we can offer you some great benefits. (Including making
these messages go away.) We’ve made it very quick to set up, so we hope you’ll
consider it. Thank you.
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